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	Name of entry: Tewkesbury In Bloom
	Judging Date: 10th July 2018

	Category: Town
	Judges: Roger Bache & Paul Steed


	Introduction (introductory remarks from the judges):
Marina Court is an excellent start to the days Tour. A community residential complex with outstanding horticultural displays that set the standard for the day. The various groups of volunteers on hand throughout the tour, each maintaining their own specific projects, add up to a collective of top quality floral displays across the whole town. Victoria gardens is a shining example of community gardening at its best and the grand finale of the nature reserve which is an excellent wildlife project is a real gem for the town. 

	SECTION A – Horticultural Achievement

	Assessing year-round horticultural achievement including conservation and natural areas.

	
	MAX
	ACT.

	A1
	Impact  design, colours, appropriate choice of plants, special features, presentation, innovation
	20
	18

	A2
	Horticultural practice cultivation and maintenance, quality of plants, sustainability, new planting
	20
	18

	A3
	Residential and Community Gardening residential, communal areas, allotments, public buildings (grounds of churches, schools etc.), car parks
	20
	18

	A4
	Business Areas and Premises  retail and shopping areas, leisure sites, transport terminals, car parks, farms, rural businesses, pubs, post offices, tourist areas/attractions, offices, estate agents etc.
	20
	17

	A5
	Green Spaces  verges, parks and open public spaces
	20
	18

	TOTAL POINTS AWARDED FOR SECTION A

50% of maximum points
	100
	89

	Areas of Achievement:
Floral displays at Marina Court were excellent.

Victoria Gardens looked stunning, excellent flower beds despite the heatwave!

North Tewkesbury planting still looking good and planted to a very high standard.

Floral displays around the pubs and shops were very good, really brightening up the main shopping area.

The Avon Lock area is an excellent example of volunteers clearly making a big improvement on an area.


	Areas for Improvement:
Hard to see great areas of improvement. It’s more about maintain the quality work already being undertaken.
Perhaps look at incorporating more perennial plants in floral displays, to reduce pressure on planting so many annuals.

	SECTION B – Environmental Responsibility

	Assessing year-round activities improving environmental responsibility.

	
	MAX
	ACT.

	B1
	Conservation and biodiversity areas of natural habitat, wildlife and conservation sites
	10
	10

	B2
	Resource management recycling, minimising demand placed on natural resources and any harmful impact on the environment
	10
	9

	B3
	Local heritage management and development of local heritage and/or identity, inclusive of natural heritage
	10
	10

	B4
	Local environmental quality management of vacant premises and plots, litter, graffiti, fly-posting, dog fouling etc.
	10
	9

	B5
	Pride of place  management of street furniture, signage, art in the landscape and hard landscaping
	10
	9

	TOTAL POINTS AWARDED FOR SECTION B

25% of maximum points
	50
	47

	Areas of Achievement:
The Nature Reserve is an outstanding project and a wonderful resource for the town.

The Ham is clearly an excellent wildlife area which is also being used for ‘Mindfulness’ and meditation classes.

Art in the landscape is being extremely well displayed across the whole judging tour.

Very good signage around the town.

Good recycling and composting practices being undertaken.



	Areas for Improvement:
Plans to explore water extraction from the river could still be explored.

Unfortunately some waste bins and street furniture were looking old and in need of cleaning /painting and some graffiti and fly posting were evident on parts of the judging route.




	SECTION C – Community Participation

	Assessing year-round community participation

	
	MAX
	ACT.

	C1
	Development and continuity - Development and sustainability of the local Bloom initiative and evidence of ongoing projects
	10
	10

	C2
	Communication and education  community awareness and understanding, engagement with schools and young people and/or other community groups, press coverage, publicity materials
	10
	10

	C3
	Community participation  engaging a wide range of people across all areas of the community
	10
	10

	C4
	Year-round involvement  schedules of events and supporting evidence of year-round activity (primary evidence to be presented in 15 minute presentation)
	10
	9

	C5
	Funding and Support  initiatives to secure ongoing support for the local Bloom campaign including local business support
	10
	9

	TOTAL POINTS AWARDED FOR SECTION C

25% of maximum points
	50
	48

	Areas of Achievement:
Very well organized and committed In Bloom group.

Very strong volunteer involvement and commitment throughout the town.

Good press coverage and sponsorship.

School Involvement, especially the re-cycled floral wheelbarrow competition.

	Areas for Improvement:
Perhaps even more involvement with local schools, a possible gardening competition to encourage and educate children.

	
GRAND TOTAL POINTS AWARDED
	200 
(max.)
	184

	
MEDAL AWARDED
	GOLD
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